
From Your Turf Management Department  

Winter Re-cap and Spring Update 

March 29, 2018 

      As April is on our doorstep, I wanted to give an update to you, the 

members, on tasks that were completed around the course over the winter, an 

update on some issues around the course, and an update on greens and future. 

 

      I am certain we all would have enjoyed a repeat of last winter.  The mild 

temps and beautiful weather would have afforded us better conditions for golf 

and for our winter tasks.  As many of you have noticed while exploring the 

course, many trees have been pruned and removed.  This was done for safety 

reasons as well as for turf health reasons.  We are not nearly done as many 

more trees need to come down in the next couple of years; it will be something 

that is ongoing.  Piles of brush are scattered throughout the course in native 

areas.  These will be burned along with the native areas themselves.  Weather 

has not yet been conducive to do so.  Ladies, you will be happy to know the 

tree that was bothering you on #17 is no longer an issue. 

 

 

      The bridges at #15 green and #16 tee have been ungraded and 

repaired.  They are much more solid now.  We will be staining the surface to 

match the stain on the memorial posts.  We will be using an outdoor carpet on 



the tops of the bridges to eliminate slip and fall hazards.  We have also rebuilt 

the stone pathways. 

 

 

 

   

 

       We are in the process of spraying our pre-emergent weed controls and 

insecticides.  Fairways, tees, and much of the rough have been completed.  We 



are still inside the safe window of time.  For 2018 we have instituted a more 

aggressive weed and insect program that is done over 3 stages sprayed 

at different times of the year.  Our goal is to eliminate weeds in maintained turf 

areas, and this program puts us on the right path. 

 

       As always Mother Nature puts us indoors at times.  We have spent many 

days sharpening blades and reels and performing preventative maintenance and 

repairs on machines.  Machines are ready to go for the season. One thing of 

note, the new grinders purchased over the winter performed exceptionally well 

and will allow us to keep reel mowers sharp thus minimizing stress on the turf 

as well as the machines. 

 

       The old sand bin by the shop has been removed.  We have new wood to 

build a new bin.  In the meantime, sand is in the pool parking lot.  No worries; 

it will be cleaned up and gone soon.  Or.... maybe a sandy beach would be 

nice?? 

 

       There are several issues that have sprung up around the course, a couple 

caused by the force of Mother Nature, and one we are unsure of.  First, as some 

of you have seen, one of the levees that helps contain the ponds on 18 

has been breached and eroded away.  We have a plan on the repair and 

improvement of both ponds.  It will not be a quick or easy repair.  There are a 

couple of members that have some expertise in this area, and we will be 

reaching out soon to discuss our plans and get any advice they have.  I would 

like to thank them in advance, "THANK YOU!" 

 

        Second, our aging drainage system has caused several sinkholes.  There 

are several different options since most are in areas less “in-play.”  The ones 

that are “in-play” will be flagged and marked as “ground under repair” until 

proper repairs can be made.  There are ongoing plans to shore up our drainage 

which will include clearing and cleaning of all ditches with the eventual lining 



with rip-rap or something similar to deter further erosion.  Clearing has already 

begun in some areas. 

 

        We have all seen #18 fairway.  We are dealing with this as best we can 

currently.  We have spoken with the contractor this week, and he has informed 

us what their plans are for their property with regards to the drain and their 

backyard.  We currently have our drain cleared and running with future plans to 

improve the area and minimize any future damage to the fairway.  Of greater 

concern is a leak or underground spring.  We have had several utilities out to 

look at the situation, and we are trying to pinpoint what the issue is.  We do not 

have a time frame for this issue, but we do have a possible short-term fix that 

will at least allow us to dry out that area of the fairway.  We need several days 

without rain and some very firm ground to perform the work. 

  

        This season we will be making some repairs to the cart paths, filling in and 

smoothing out some bad spots.  This will be done in-house and will buy us some 

time. 

 



        We are preparing to plant the “native areas” this season.  The areas will 

be burned down systematically and planted with proper species.  We have 

considered playability as well as aesthetics.  We look forward to the final 

product.  Please remember it is the second and third years after planting that 

give you the “WOW! factor."  We will also begin to improve the tee areas with a 

memorial project.  Information will be forthcoming--stay tuned. 

 

       I have saved the greens update for last.  The greens came through the 

winter beautifully.  Again, while we would have preferred a repeat of last 

winter's weather, the weather this year caused no concerns for this 

season.  The juvenile and infant plants came through just fine. 

 

       We began our cultural practices in February.  A granular fertilizer was 

applied to wake them up, and it has worked well.  The color and growth are 

sufficient, and we have already seen the greens start to “fill-in” much 

better.  We have used our air injection machine twice so far, opening up the soil 

profile to a 12” depth.  

 

       We began topdressing the greens in early March, having done it twice this 

year.  Our plans are to topdress 3-4 times a month throughout the year.  This 

week we began coring the greens in between raindrops, #1, #8, and #10 have 

already been done.  We will be back at it as soon as possible. 

 

       Looking ahead the plans for #13 and #15 are firm and will be opened no 

later than the Duke and Duchess Tournament.  We are looking forward to it as 

much as everyone else.  #14 will remain closed until the fairways decide to firm 

up.  #16, #17, and #18 will be opened Easter weekend providing the course 

dries out enough to open.  Keep your fingers crossed that Thursday's rain is 

light. 

  

 



       We have taken a lot of samples and have done a lot of readings on the 

greens this spring.  We are already seeing a great improvement in root 

structure to the putting surfaces.  Continuing to open the greens with 

aerification will be the greatest benefit this year.  The channels that we create 

will give pathways for root development through the problematic organic 

layer as well as help to eliminate and break up that layer. 

 

       We will be seeding the thin areas of the greens in the next several 

weeks.  Our plans are to establish as much turf from selected seed from now 

until around mid-May.  The remaining areas that we deem to be an issue this 

summer will then be sodded. We are currently looking into a distributor for 

comparable sod grown on a comparable soil surface.  The time frame allows for 

proper rooting of both seeds and sod, giving us the greatest chance for survival 

this season and in future seasons.  

 

       We look forward to seeing you on the course.  If you have any questions or 

comments, my line of communication is always open.  I can be reached via e-

mail at kraig.binder@gmail.com or by phone at 270-558-4129.  I would be 

happy to speak to you about your concerns and will get back to you promptly. 

 

All the best in 2018!! 

 

RHCC Turf Management Department 
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