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ATTENDANCE: 

 Cletus Poat, President; Jason Bell, Vice President; Jane Parsley, Cliff Owen, Butch Freels, and Kent 

Bohanon.  Also present was Kraig Binder in addition to approximately 20 club members 

   

CALL TO ORDER: 
  President Cletus Poat called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 PM, Monday,  

July 10, 2017.    

 

MINUTES: 

   Minutes from June 12, 2017, Board meeting and Email Minutes from June 26, 2017, were distributed 

by email prior to the meeting.  Motion was made by Jason to accept the Minutes; seconded by Cliff.  Motion 

carried.  

  

                 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Bob Ezell and Kent Bohanon    

 The June 2017 Actual vs. Budget Report and the Balance Sheet dated June 30, 2017, were emailed to 

the Board prior to the meeting.  Cletus stated our cash was low which was normal for this time of the year due 

to golf course and pool expenses.  Our mortgage balance will go below $1,000,000 next month, a reduction of 

approximately $500,000 in the last five to six years.  Jane stated in addition we have a fully funded emergency 

equity fund of $50,000.  Butch made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Reports; seconded by Kent.  Motion 

carried.     

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Bob Ezell and Kent Bohanon 

  Nothing further.   

   

GOLF COURSE:  Jason Bell and Mark Denton 

Jason stated Mark Denton was out of town and couldn’t attend the meeting.   Kraig had emailed a 

monthly report prior to the meeting.  (The report is attached to these Minutes.)   Jason stated he wanted to add 

some clarity to the issue of the low maintenance areas on the golf course.  He stated there is a process for these 

areas that involves allowing the areas to grow in, then cutting them down and killing out the weeds, followed by 

being seeded with native grasses and/or wildflowers.  This is in the plan for these areas.  Diane Snow asked if 

money had been appropriated for this process.  Jason stated this practice would generate savings of money in 

the budget.  There would be nothing outside the budget this year.  Once these areas are grown in, we look to see 

how it looks and decide (a) does the area stay; (b) is the shape and size correct?  Too much?  Restructure it?  Or 

does it go away?  This is the timeline.  By the next Board meeting, it will be time to cut the areas back, spray 

them, and prepare them for what we expect the areas to ultimately be.  We can show you what we plan to plant 

and the timeline.  We also take into consideration players’ abilities in making this determination.   

 

The two biggest areas that are of concern to some members are the entrance on #4 and under the trees at 

the entrance.  Jason stated Kraig will do whatever the membership and the Board wants him to do.  If the 

concensus is these areas are not better or they are better but we don’t like them he will cut them down as we 
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said at the previous Board meeting.  Last year we let the area under the trees grow in and we got complaints, so 

we cut it down.  These areas are not set in stone. 

 

Jim Cash stated he was the oldest member at the meeting, and he said it looked like shit.  He said the 

course began with crabgrass or no grass, and the goal years ago and until recently was to have an entrance that 

looked nice.  He stated he hasn’t heard a person at the Club that likes this.  He didn’t know how the Board made 

this decision and how many people were polled.  It’s horrible and terrible, and non-members laugh at it.  He 

stated he heard that snakes were a problem. 

 

Jason stated Kraig would say it doesn’t look good right now because it’s not a finished product.  If the 

club wants to get rid of these areas for aesthetic reasons, Jason is not opposed to it; but he does think it’s the 

right decision to take the golf course to the next level.   

 

Mickey Ross stated generally he didn’t think anybody has a problem with having low maintenance 

areas.  He thinks everyone is in favor of saving money, saving equipment, etc.  But it’s the two areas coming 

down Lakeview and after you turn into the driveway on the right that are causing the issue.  He said killing, 

tilling and replanting doesn’t sound like low maintenance areas.   

 

Jason stated since we don’t know what the finished product is going to look like, he suggested we try the 

other areas to see what the finished product looks like.  After a year, it may be that we decide it doesn’t look so 

bad.  Mickey stated he thought that was a good idea.  Jason asked if we could all agree on that. 

 

Steve McGowan asked what was the timeline estimate on this.  Kraig stated in the first year fescue 

and/or wildflowers are planted.  The second year they come in thicker.  The third year it is as perfect as it’s 

going to get.  The finished product next year will not look like it does now; it will look better than that.  We will 

plant native plants that belong in this area and that are viable here.  The no mow areas don’t mean no 

maintenance, just low maintenance.  Fescue still has to be mowed, and we will treat the weeds.   

 

Cletus stated the areas would be mowed in a month anyway so they will go ahead and mow them now.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Butch Freels stated the tree site doesn’t look like native grasses but looks like weeds.  He stated he has 

called the City three times about neighbors who won’t mow their grass and have weeds.  Butch stated the 

entrance to Rolling Hills is one of the most beautiful places in town until now.  He said he hated it and it sucks.  

He said he was in favor of mowing it.   

 

Ronnie Hall said he wasn’t against all of it but asked about the area by the pool.  A decision was made 

last week to mow that area.  Ronnie also asked if the rocky areas with weeds growing in them by the cart sheds 

could be sprayed.   

 

Tony Threatt stated that first of all, he appreciates everything the Board does and their efforts to make 

the Club better.  He stated the areas look like weeds and that there are problems with play.  Hitting into these 

areas causes play to slow down, and it’s too much in some areas.  Jason stated players abilities are and will be 

taken into consideration in the location of these areas as well as the sizes.  Jason stated he has an open-door 

policy in regard to feedback on the golf course and has even offered to ride with the ladies during a round of 
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golf so they can show him.  Tony stated on #12 almost every other group hits into that area, looks for their ball 

and comes out with ticks on them.  Discussion followed.   

 

Jim Cash stated Lake Forest Subdivision has a county ordinance that grass can’t be taller than eight 

inches high and that ordinance would apply here.  Kraig stated it would not apply.  Cletus stated it doesn’t apply 

to his farm and wouldn’t apply to the golf course.   

 

David Farris stated he is a fan of native areas.  He said it would be hard to get where you never have 

Bermuda.  He stated he would like to see the good grass harvested from the areas and used on other areas of the 

course.  He stated in a few years you would be able to walk to your ball in the low maintenance areas if 

something else is planted there.   

 

Mickey Ross asked what percentage of all the no mow areas were these two areas.  Kraig stated 10 to 15 

percent.  Discussion followed. 

 

Diane Snow asked what the overall cost analysis was for this project.  Kraig stated he did not have exact 

numbers but had estimates dependent on what decisions are ultimately made for the areas.  Diane asked if a 

basic cost analysis had been done.  Kraig stated an estimate of $25 per acre per week was made not taking into 

account overhead, just labor, fuel, cleanup of the machines, $20 to $25 per acre versus two inches of turf, weed 

free.  Chris Hollowell asked what was the estimate total savings.  Cletus stated there was a course in Texas that 

had a savings of $70,000.  He stated many of the best courses near us have a lot of low maintenance areas. 

 

Bill Dannenmeuller stated he agreed there should be some areas of low maintenance; that they were not 

all bad. 

 

Bob Simmons asked if we had decided to take care of the main issue of visibility coming into the course.  

Jason stated yes, we stated that three or four times in this meeting.  

 

John Denton stated he liked the idea of seeing what it’s going to do.  He suggested mowing at a higher 

level.  He stated it looks abandoned the way it is now.  He stated in his experience grass grows better when it’s 

mowed.   

 

Kraig stated it makes no difference to him whether it’s mowed or unmowed.  Lauri Cronin asked when 

it would be mowed.  Kraig stated he could do it right now.   

 

Kent stated the Club has brought in a good person to do a good job.  Kent stated he runs a business and 

that he is not a golfer.  He said we don’t get to take out things on a person.  We maintain the club for the 

membership making decision through the Board.  This is the way to run a business. 

 

J.B. Hollowell stated this has been asked and answered and stated he’s tired of hearing the same thing;  

can we move on to something more important. 

 

Jane Parsley stated she doesn’t think we should mow under the trees.  For two years this area wasn’t 

taken care of like it was before for whatever reason.  She doesn’t think it would look good to mow under the 
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trees, and she thinks people agree from what she has heard.  Discussion followed.  Kraig stated he will see how 

high to set the mower for this.  Jim Cash said under the trees to leave it at its highest.   

 

Eric Hoffman stated he has played lots of course, and he thinks the no mow areas give the course 

definition.  The golf course is not just a large flat grass area with these areas.  It makes it more challenging and 

aesthetically is something we didn’t have before.   

 

Tony Threatt stated he has played here ten years and is tired of playing on dirt.  The greens have died 

every year.  We’ve aerated, changed the sand.  It’s too hot to have bent grass greens.  I know they say the others 

are too fast, but at least you can putt on them.  You can’t put on #15 green.   

 

Jason stated last year he presented information on putting dwarf Bermuda greens for information 

purposes.  In addition, he looked into zoysia greens.  Tony asked how much was the cost for the dwarf 

Bermuda.  Jason stated from his memory it was approximately $150,000 for the greens plus $50,000 for 

reconstruction costs.  In addition, there were tree problems on 16, 17 and 9 preventing enough sunlight for those 

greens.  There were costs associated with tarps, increased labor.  In addition, we get a lot of play at Rolling 

Hills year round.  There are obviously pros and cons.  J.B. stated we are off the greens now.  J.B. asked if 

anybody thinks we are on the right course now?  Kraig stated next year at this time if we don’t have greens, you 

can fire me.  He stated he was not here in the fall last year.  He said he is not going to spend money to plant 

seeds that are guaranteed to fail.  He stated he is growing strains that are the most hardy to allow the weak ones 

to grow.  J.B. stated he is not looking for Kraig to fail but looking for his success.  Kraig stated he needs more 

than seven months to give them something green to play on.  J.B. stated that was the first time he’s heard that.  

The only thing J.B. stated he had heard was when Kraig came in, it wouldn’t be a problem to have greens; and 

that was my expectation.  Discussion followed.   

 

Ronnie Hall stated he has concerns about the greens.  Kraig stated he has concerns as well but doesn’t 

want to get into a scientific discussion until he has actual proof.  Jason stated the soil structure is being looked at 

and samples have been sent off.   

 

Chris Hollowell stated we want you to succeed here.  Chris stated over the years there have been 

multiple remedies.  We spent lots of money on fans.  Moisture meters were talked about last fall.  Hand 

watering versus sprinklers were discussed as ways to keep greens in playable condition.  The only success we 

have seen is when the stars align and there’s not much rain.  We’ve had cooler weather this year.  Usually by 

this time it’s 100 degrees every day.  By the Fourth of July our greens look like they are dying.  What is going 

on?  I’m not blaming you.  There have been a series of remedies.  Are the fans not a viable option; are they no 

good?   

 

Kraig stated he has grown bent grass greens his entire life. In the metro Detroit area, it will be 100 

degrees for three to five days.  We have a stretch of 70 to 90 % humidity for three weeks.  He has to do the 

same thing for those greens as he does for our greens except it was for three weeks versus eight weeks.  

Championship bentgrass greens are grown in places further south such as Georgia and Arkansas with hotter and 

more humid weather there than here.  It can be done.   

 

David Farris stated we spent $20,000 last year repairing the area left of #3.  He said after the recent rains 

the area needs some work and some grass to prevent further damage and erosion problems.   
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PRO SHOP & TOURNAMENTS:  

 The golf outing on August 21st has been moved to August 28th because of the upcoming eclipse.  We 

have the Center Point Recovery Golf Outing on Monday, July 17th at 9:00 AM.  We had a great turnout of 

CFSB employees this past weekend for the Men’s Invitational.  CFSB and CFSB Investments were the event 

sponsors.   

 

 We are sending out bids requests for hors d’oeuvres for Friday night and lunch on Saturday for the 

Men’s Member Guest tournament.  Members, guests and spouses will be invited to lunch.  We will not have 

food for the dance.  The dance will be open to all members.   

 

 Eric Hoffman thanked the Board for allowing their recent fundraiser golf outing that raised $7,000 for 

Juvenile Diabetes research.     

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Kent Bohanon and Butch Freels 

  The Membership Report was submitted to the Board prior to the meeting.  We currently have 413 

members.  Steve and Lindsay Croft submitted an application for a Regular membership.  They are sponsored by 

Kevin Rhinehart.  Motion by Kent to approve the membership, seconded by Cliff.  Motion carried.    

 

HOUSE:  Jane Parsley & Cliff Owen 

No report. 

 

 BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Cliff Owen & Jane Parsley 

 An electrician will be replacing the electrical panel on cart shed building 200 (formerly 500) in the next 

two weeks.     

 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:  Jane Parsley & Jason Bell 

 Independence Bank is hosting a Pickleball Social on Wednesday night, July 13, at Rolling Hills 

benefiting the Merryman House.  Walker Hall will be catering the event.  Members are invited.  This is the first 

of a four-part series.  The mixer is to answer the question what is pickleball.  There will be a Pickleball 101 at 

the Country Club of Paducah as part two of the series.  Part Three is Skills & Drills at Country Club of Paducah 

on July 28th.  Part Four is a Pickleball Tournament at Country Club of Paducah on July 29th.   

 

Carson Beyer will be performing on Friday night, July 21st.  There will be a Mexican bar catered by 

Walker Hall.  Cost is $10 per person.   

 

Family Swim Night is July 22nd.   

 

POOL:  Cliff Owen and Jane Parsley 

 Cliff stated the pool season is going well.  Alexis Wagner is providing bar waitressing at the pool which 

is popular in addition to running the Snack Bar.      

 

TENNIS:  Bob Ezell and Jason Bell 

 No report.     
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SNACK BAR:  Mark Denton and Jane Parsley 

           No report.   

 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES:  Jason Bell and Jane Parsley 

 No report. 

 

MEN’S NIGHT:  Tim Kopischke & Kent Bohanon:   

Tim has done a great job with Men’s Night.  Attendance is up.    

 

BAR:  Tim Kopischke 

Bar margins continue to be good.   

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:  Cletus Poat  

 No report.  

   

OLD BUSINESS:   

No report. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

There was discussion regarding a viewing area at Rolling Hills for the upcoming eclipse.   

 

           Cliff made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Jason.  The meeting was adjourned.   

 

 

 


